
	  
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD ALLIANCE - 2013 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA   

Voices for Vermont's Children will provide legislative support, including Statehouse monitoring of issues and 
needs for constituent action, to the Vermont Early Childhood Alliance for the following issues. For more 
information, contact Sheila Reed at sreed@voicesforvtkids.org or Lindsay DesLauriers at 
LindsayD@voicesforvtkids.org or 802-229-6377. 

Quality Child Development Services  

In order to improve the quality of child development services across Vermont, we propose that 
Vermont: 

1.    Appropriate $580,000 to give child care providers at all STep Ahead Recognition System 
(STARS) levels an annual bonus.  As STARS levels go up, providers shall receive 
incrementally higher bonuses.   

2.    Assure the health and safety of children in regulated out-of-home care by:  

• Making permanent the two limited-term child care field specialist positions that 
the Turrell Fund agreed to fund for two years 

• Adding 2 additional permanent childcare field specialist positions in the FY14 
budget (in addition to the four added in FY13).   
 

3.    Direct the Child Development Division (CDD) of the Department for Children and 
Families to improve the reliability and validity of the STARS system by allocating funds to 
conduct an external evaluation of STARS and putting in place a plan for periodic internal and 
external evaluations (initial investment estimated at around $300,000). 

4.    Support the STARS oversight committee in any effort to find funding for and/or develop 
and lead a stakeholder process to result in recommendations for how National Accreditations 
and Head Start Performance Standards align with STARS. 

5.    Address compensation and benefits for early childhood educators by supporting efforts 
to find funding for/conducting a compensation study and analysis of the early care and 
education workforce and developing a statewide plan to ensure that early childhood 
educators earn a livable wage and have access to affordable health insurance.   

Professional Development for the Early Childhood and Afterschool 
Workforce  

In an effort to expand access to professional development opportunities for early childhood and 
afterschool providers and encourage Bachelor of Arts degrees in Early Childhood Education, we 
propose that Vermont: 



	  
 

1. Allocate funds in the CDD budget to implement the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood© Project. 

2. Amend the Next Generation Initiative of Workforce Development legislation (Act 46, 2007) 
to make a permanent annual allocation of $100,000 out of the Workforce and Education 
Training Fund (WETF) to support the early childhood and afterschool workforce.   

Child Care Financial Assistance Program  

To develop a more equitable and sustainable means to fund the Child Care Financial 
Assistance Program and thereby to make early care and education services more affordable 
for all Vermonters, we propose that Vermont:   

1.  Raise the base financial payment for all child care providers to 50% of 2010 market rates, 
with the long-term goal of raising the base to 75% of the current year market rate and 
continuing the tiered reimbursement system for providers who advance in the STARS 
system.   

2.  Raise family eligibility guidelines to 200% of the 2013 Federal Poverty Level (FPL), and 
create a plan to raise the eligibility level to 250% of the current FPL in 2014 and 300% of the 
current FPL in 2015.   

3.  Mandate that market and FPL guidelines used to determine payments and eligibility for 
the Child Care Financial Assistance Program be adjusted annually and kept current.   

Equity, Parity, and Legal Compliance for Entitlement Services  

To ensure that all children with a legal entitlement to services guaranteed by federal and 
state law, including Part C and B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and 
the Early, Periodic, Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Services under Medicaid, 
receive these services at the level and for the duration medically and developmentally 
necessary, the Vermont Early Childhood Alliance will monitor and assess the following:   

1.    Budget proposals and/or appropriations made to the Department for Children and 
Families (DCF), Child Development Division (CDD) for Part C services under Children’s 
Integrated Services (CIS). 

2.    Budget proposals and/or appropriations made to the Agency of Human Services (AHS) 
that determine access to EPSDT services. 

3.    Proposed rule changes for Part B and Part C of IDEA, in particular, to ensure that any 
shift of responsibility between agencies and/or departments come with resources appropriate 
to the associated work. 



	  
 

In addition, we recommend that the state of Vermont: 

4.    Direct Building Bright Futures (BBF) to work with the Agency of Education (AOE) and 
DCF to explore the implementation of the Birth to Five Option for early intervention and early 
childhood special education services under IDEA to eliminate transitions and ensure 
integrated service delivery.  

5.    Assure CIS services and EPSDT services are included in the planning and implementation 
of Vermont's single payer insurance system.  

6.    Require CIS representation on all Community Health Teams. 

7.    Direct BBF, in conjunction with AOE and DCF, to do an analysis of the staffing needs to 
assure an adequate and appropriately trained workforce to provide early childhood 
prevention and early intervention services in accordance with established state and national 
standards.   

Nutrition in Child Care Facilities  

In order to increase the number of childcare programs that provide healthy food to children, 
we recommend:   

1.    The provision of family-style, nutritious meals and food education be considered a 
hallmark of quality in early care and education programs. 

2.    To meet licensing/registration requirements, if a child care program does provide food, 
the meals and/or snacks must meet minimal nutritional requirements of Vermont's Child and 
Adult Care Food Program 

3.    Identification of administrative barriers for child care providers enrolling in the Child and 
Adult Care Food Program and execution of strategies to remove them. 

4.    Exploration of legislative strategies to increase enrollment in the program, including an 
appropriation to either increase reimbursement rates or increase sponsorship.   

Quality Early Education for Three and Four Year Old Children 

In order to move toward universal access of quality pre-kindergarten programs, we propose 
that Vermont advance the recommendations by the Building Bright Futures Early Childhood 
State Advisory Council presented to the House and Senate Committees on Education in 
January 2013, including: 



	  
1. Addressing quality improvement of existing early education programs, both community 
and school based. 

• Build a Joint Monitoring and Technical Assistance team for quality assurance and 
compliance with Act 62 requirements by the Agency of Education and Department for 
Children and Families.  

• Dedicate additional personnel at the Agency of Education and Department for Children 
and Families toward joint monitoring and technical assistance in order to specifically 
manage implementation, maintenance, as well as quality assurance and compliance 
with Act 62 and Act 58  

• Expect the University and State Colleges of Vermont to develop additional strategies in 
order to provide professional development opportunities for interested individuals in 
pursuing higher education in early childhood development.  

• Require a “phase-in” process and period in order to increase the number of Bachelor of 
Arts level educators with appropriate qualifications while ”grandfathering” existing 
providers who actively pursue and attain at least an Associate’s degree in early 
childhood education.  

• In alignment with the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), encourage intentional, 
evidence--based standards among all publicly funded early education programs.  
 

2. Conducting cost analyses to determine the costs of increasing the intensity of publicly 
funded early education. 

3. Supporting approaches that incentivize rather than mandate publicly funded early 
education programs through Act 62. 

4. Improving data collection, analysis and application to measure how publicly funded early 
education is improving child outcomes. 

Long Term Financial Sustainability Plan for Quality Early Care, Health 
and Education 

Vermont needs a comprehensive system of early childhood services, including early care and 
education, prevention and early intervention, nutrition, mental health and physical health, as 
well as a way to fund the system. 

We propose that the Vermont Legislature support the Building Bright Futures Early Childhood 
State Advisory Council in developing a long term fiscal sustainability plan, as outlined in the 
progress report submitted by Building Bright Futures to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations, the House Committee on Human Services and the Senate Committee on 
Health and Welfare in January 2013. 


