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As a professional in infant and toddler childcare, preschool, kindergarten, Head 
Start, center or home-based, elementary school, or any other early childhood 
education setting, you know the early years are learning years.  Join VAEYC and 
we’ll help you to make sure the early years count.

VAEYC is leading efforts to build better futures for all young children.  Our Quality 
Improvement Project and our T.E.A.C.H. Vermont Early Childhood Project are 
both supported in part by your membership dues. Our most important effort 
is supporting you in the work you love!  Join VAEYC and NAEYC, and become part 
of a national effort to provide excellent early care and education for all children 
from birth through age eight.

VAEYC membership runs for the 12 months subsequent to joining, and entitles 
members to benefits including;

• membership in NAEYC, our national parent organization
• a complimentary subscription to a professional journal published by 

NAEYC, your choice of:  Young Children, or TYC, Teaching Young Children
• bimonthly issues of eConnections, the VAEYC e-newsletter 
• reduced rates and local, regional, and national AEYC conferences
• membership Mix and Mingle events offered in locations throughout Vermont 

on a rotating basis

Membership is for individuals only, not for a center or school

Membership rates:

1-year memberships
Comprehensive $105.00 
Regular $61.00 
Student $45.00

Become a member
Join The Vermont Association for the Education of Young Children

Become a member online at www.naeyc.org/membership
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About VAEYC
The Vermont Association for the Education of 
Young Children (VAEYC) is an affiliate of the 
National Association for Education of Young 
Children, the nation’s largest membership 
organization for early childhood professionals. 
Our membership is open to anyone who cares 
about the education and well-being of young 
children. 

VAEYC’s mission is to enhance the quality of 
early childhood programs and professional 
practices, and advocate for young children 
(birth through 8 years) and their families in 
order to realize the potential of every Vermont 
child.  VAEYC uses a three level approach in 
working to achieve our mission:

•	 Our Quality Improvement Project supports 
early care and education programs in their 
quality improvement efforts through men-
toring and technical assistance.  

•	 VAEYC also seeks to impact the quality of 
the early care and education workforce 
by providing professional development 
experiences that elevate their profession-
al knowledge. Our Fall Conference is VT’s 

largest early childhood professional devel-
opment event. Our T.E.A.C.H. Early Child-
hood® Vermont Scholarship Project helps 
support early childhood professionals work-
ing in regulated child care attain degrees and 
teacher licensure in our field.

•	 VAEYC supports the implementation of pro-
fessional development opportunities relat-
ed to Strengthening Families. This project 
is targeted at centers that are recipients 
of the Strengthening Families grant & cen-
ters that utilize the Strengthening Families 
self -assessment for their STARS. A full 17 
hour training series (8 modules) is provid-
ed. We also offer the “Strengthening Fami-
lies Essentials” series to programs, which is 
an additional 3 modules (3 hours each) be-
yond the 17 hour training series.

•	 VAEYC seeks to improve VT’s early care and 
education system through advocacy and sys-
tems building efforts including our partici-
pation in VT’s Early Childhood Alliance, Lets 
Grow Kids campaign’s and seat on numerous 
statewide early childhood committees.

Please Plan to join us for these special events:
Chip Donohue discussion on child development and key digital age roles for 
adults who care for and about young children.  Thursday (10/13) 7:00pm 
Brownell Library in Essex Junction.

Annual Membership Breakfast & Meeting is Friday (10/14) 7:30-8:30am at the 
Davis Center.  

Membership Mix and Mingle is Friday (10/14) 4:30-5:30pm at the Davis Center.

Candidate’s Forum is Friday (10/14) 5:30-6:30 pm immediately following the 
Mix and Mingle at the Davis Center.
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Child Development
Early childhood professionals have an 
understanding of how children develop and the 
factors that are involved in development. They 
use their understanding of child development 
combined with their knowledge of each child 
as an individual to support children’s overall 
development.

Child Development Sub-headings:
A. How Children Develop
B. Influences on Child Development
C. Individual Variance

Families and Communities
Early childhood professionals understand that 
children are members of a family and that 
both the family and the program are part of 
a community. They work in partnership with 
families by communicating respectfully and by 
sharing information and resources that support 
children and families.

Families and Communities Sub-headings:
A. Relationships
B. Communication
C. Community Involvement and Resources

Teaching and Learning
Early childhood professionals understand that 
the substance of teaching and learning is in 
the combination of interactions, routines, and 
experiences in children’s daily lives.

Teaching and Learning Sub-headings:
A. Interaction
B. Learning Environment
C. Curriculum & Content
D. Assessment

Healthy and Safe Environments
Early childhood professionals use practices that 
protect children and promote health, including 
good nutrition and physical activity.

Healthy and Safe Environments Sub-
headings:
A. Healthy Environments and Health Needs
B. Safe Environments
C. Nutrition
D. Physical Activity

Conference Tracks

Workshop Levels

Professionalism and Program Organization
Early childhood professionals understand 
they have the responsibility to provide 
services that meet or exceed standards of 
practice and support positive outcomes for 
children, families and professionals, including 
themselves, staff and other colleagues.

Professionalism and Program 
Organization Sub-headings
A. Professionalism
B. Working with Staff and Colleagues
C. Program Organization and 
Administration

Our workshop presenters have determined the 
content of their workshop to fall into one of 
the following categories.  This year we have 
included this information in our workshop 
descriptions for your consideration as you 
make your selections:

Introduction/Overview-- The content in these 
sessions is designed for attendees with little 
or no prior learning OR experience with this 
topic.

Essential Knowledge/Application-- The 
content in these sessions is designed for 
attendees who have had some prior learning 
AND experience with this topic.

Analysis & In-depth Application-- The content 
in these sessions is designed for attendees 
who have had considerable learning AND 
experience with this topic.
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Checks payable to The University of Vermont.

Mail-in Registrations: 

Mailed-in paper registrations will be processed based on their postmark date. There is a $10 
processing fee PER PARTICIPANT on all mailed-in registrations.

Mail to:

University Event Services
Attn: Registration
The Villa
220 Colchester Avenue
Burlington, VT 05405

Registrations that are not 
accompanied by full payment 
will not be processed until payment is received (excluding school districts who submit a valid 
P.O.)

In order to qualify for the VAEYC member rate, you must have a valid membership number. 
Not yet a member? Go to www.naeyc.org, click on “membership” to join. You can receive a 
membership number right away.

You will receive an email confirming your registration and workshop choices. 

Walk-in registrations will not be accepted.

Requests for refunds, less a $10 processing fee, must be in writing and postmarked by Friday, 
October 7, 2016. 

REGISTER ONLINE NOW
Online registration is strongly preferred, as it saves time, reduces 
paperwork and paper use, and allows you to know right away if you’re 
enrolled in the workshops you want.  By registering online, you will avoid 
the $10 processing fee.

Register online any time before Wednesday, October 7th at www.vaeyc.org 

Best rates are available during the Early Bird registration—Early Bird 
deadline Monday, September 16, 2016

Registration Instructions

If you have questions about REGISTRATION, please contact University Event Services, via email: 
EventRegistration@uvm.edu , or call (802) 656-5665 during normal business hours. 

If you have questions about the CONFERENCE, please contact Sonja Raymond, via email: 
sonja.raymond@vaeyc.org, or call (802) 578-0735 during normal business hours.
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Making Your Conference Attendance More Affordable

Become a VAEYC/NAEYC member online:
www.naeyc.org/membership

Registration Discounts for members:   1-day: $50   •   2-day: $100   •   3-day: $150

Fall Conference Scholarships
VAEYC is able to provide a number of $50 
scholarships to individuals, including student 
scholarships for the 2016 Fall Conference through 
the Chuck Bayles Scholarship Fund in an effort 
to make registration fees more affordable. 
Funding comes from the 2015 conference raffle 
proceeds, from 2015 presenters who donated 
back their stipends to the scholarship fund, and 
from the generous contributions of the following 
organization: Early Childhood Leadership Institute.

	 	 Fifteen	$50	scholarships	available	on	a	first-come-first- 
  serve basis.  Student and non-student scholarships  
  available.  Scholarships, if still available, will be available  
  on registration site.

Do you work for a Nationally Accredited 
Program? Conference attendees from a 
program with a current NAEYC or NAFCC 
accreditation are eligible for a 10% 
registration discount.  PRIOR to completing 
your registration, please contact Sonja 
Raymond to receive your Accreditation 
discount code. sonja.raymond@vaeyc.org
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Schedule of Events

Thursday, October 13, 2016

7:30am — 8:30am:  Registration and coffee 

8:30am — 8:45am:  Welcome and opening  
 announcements

8:45am — 9:45am:  Keynote presentation:  
 Chip Donohue

10:00am — 12:00pm:  Thursday session I workshops

12:15pm — 1:15pm:  Lunch (included)  
 Provider of the Year Award- 
 Permanent Fund

1:15pm — 2:45pm:  Thursday session II workshops

2:45pm — 3:00pm:  Afternoon coffee break

3:00pm — 4:30pm:  Thursday session III workshops

7:00 pm     Chip Donohue discussion on  
 child development and key  
 digital age roles for adults who  
 care for and about young  
 children.  His talk is free  
 and open to the public.   
 Brownell Library in Essex  
 Junction.   

Friday, October 14, 2016

7:30am — 8:30am:  Registration and coffee; VAEYC  
 Membership breakfast and  
 annual meeting

8:30am — 8:45am:  Welcome and opening  
 announcements

8:45am — 9:45am:  Keynote presentation:   
 Steven Kellogg

10:00am — 12:00pm:  Friday session I workshops

12:15pm — 1:15pm:  Lunch (included)  
 Book signing w/Steven Kellogg

1:15pm — 2:45pm:  Friday session II workshops

2:45pm — 3:00pm:  Afternoon coffee break

3:00pm — 4:30pm:  Friday session III workshops

4:30pm — 6:30pm:  Membership Mix and Mingle  
 (open to all) and Candidate’s  
 Forum

Saturday, October 15, 2016

7:30am — 8:30am:  Registration and coffee 

8:30am — 8:45am:  Welcome and opening  
 announcements

8:45am - 9:45am:   Keynote

10:00am-12:00pm:   session I workshops

12:15pm — 1:15pm:  Lunch (included)

1:15pm — 2:45pm:  Saturday session II workshops

2:45pm — 3:00pm:  Afternoon coffee break

3:00pm — 4:30pm:  Saturday session III workshops

Registration deadlines: Early bird: Friday, September 16th. 
Rates increase through the regular deadline of Friday, October 7th. 

Registrations cannot be accepted after October 7th!

Attending more than one day? All 
conference attendees are eligible for 
the conference rate of $155 per night at 
the Sheraton Hotel.  When you reserve 
your room, be sure to mention you are 
with the Vermont Association for the 
Education of Young Children.  This room 
rate is guaranteed until September 21, 
2016, and available at the discretion of 
the Sheraton following that date.

Please be aware we have a firm policy of “no children” at the conference.  This includes infants. We strive to 
provide a professional learning atmosphere and even the quietest child cannot be silent or avoid becoming a 
distraction for others who are trying to participate in conference offerings.  We thank you for your understanding 
and appreciate you making other childcare arrangements.  We will have a private space available for breastfeeding 
mothers to express milk, if needed.  Please contact sonja.raymond@vaeyc.org to make prior arrangements.
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A Thank You to our Gold Level Sponsors:
The ongoing partnership and support of our Gold level sponsors enables VAEYC to bring national 

level speakers like Dr. Chip Donohue and Steven Kellogg to Vermont while keeping conference rates 
affordable.  

We are grateful for 2016 Conference and Retreat gold-level sponsorships from:

Vermont Humanities Council

The Vermont Department for Children and Families Child Development Division (CDD) 
(This support is in lieu of providing professional development grants to individuals.)

Vermont Birth to Five

Let’s Grow Kids

44TH ANNUAL
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Thursday Morning Keynote
October 13, 2016
8:45am — 9:45am

Family Engagement in the 
Digital Age: Early Childhood 
Educators as Media Mentors
Chip Donohue will share topics, issues, 
perspectives and big ideas from his new book, 
Family Engagement in the Digital Age: Early 
Childhood Educators as Media Mentors to 
frame his presentation. Reflect on how digital 
tools, so ubiquitous in the lives of educators, 
caregivers, and parents have quickly become 
integrated into the lives of young children and 
their families. Acknowledge concerns about the 
first generation of children growing up digital.  
Identify the challenges of balancing obstacles and 
opportunities while navigating the digital age.
 
Consider the meaning and importance of family 
engagement in the digital age (or any age). Learn 
how technology tools can empower and engage 
parents, caregivers and families. Explore the 
essential role educators play in implementing 
technology-mediated practices that improve 
communication, strengthen the home-school 
connection, increase parent involvement, 
enhance family engagement and build a sense 
of community for young children, parents and 
families. Learn about innovative approaches, 
promising applications and emerging technologies 
already in use. Understand why young children 
need media mentors. Celebrate the emerging role 
of media mentors who guide young children and 
their families in the 21st century.  Reflect on your 
role as a media mentor to the children, parents, 
caregivers and families in your care.

Chip Donohue, PhD
Dean of Distance Learning and Continuing 
Education
Director, Technology in Early Childhood  
(TEC) Center
Senior Fellow & Advisor, Fred Rogers Center  
for Early Learning and Children’s Media
Editor, Technology and Digital Media in the 
Early Years and Family Engagement in the 
Digital Age

About Chip: Chip Donohue, PhD, is Dean of Distance 
Learning and Continuing Education and Director of 
the TEC Center at Erikson Institute in Chicago. He is 
a Senior Fellow and Member of the Advisory Board 
of the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and 
Children’s Media at Saint Vincent College, where he 
co-chaired the working group that revised the 2012 
NAEYC & Fred Rogers Center Joint Position Statement 
on Technology and Interactive Media as Tools in 
Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from 
Birth through Age 8. Chip is the editor of Technology 
and Digital Media in the Early Years: Tools for 
Teaching and Learning, co-published by Routledge/
NAEYC in 2014 and selected as a comprehensive 
member benefit, and has edited a new book, Family 
Engagement in the Digital Age: Early Childhood 
Educators as Media Mentors to be co-published by 
Routledge/NAEYC in 2016. In 2012 he received the 
Bammy Award and Educators Voice Award as Innovator 
of the Year from the Academy of Education Arts & 
Sciences. In 2015, he was honored as a children’s 
media Emerging Pioneer at the KAPi (Kids At Play 
International) Awards.
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Friday Morning Keynote
October 14, 2016
8:45am — 9:45am

The Collaborative Art 
of the Picture Book
Steven’s talk centers around the creation of 
picture books and the important role they play 
in introducing children to the world of verbal 
and visual communication.  Authors and artists 
weave their pictures and words together within 
the format of the turning page to enchant young 
readers with the magic of story.  The process of 
sharing stories with the caring adults in their lives 
stimulates their imaginations, while encouraging 
them to develop a mastery of reading and attuning 
them to the subtleties of visual communication. 

Steven Kellogg
Facilitator, NAEYC Play, Policy and 
Practice Interest Forum
Institute for Self Active Education, 
Reusable Resources Association

About Steven: Steven Kellogg is the author or 
collaborator on about 125 books.  Kellogg fell into 
a love of writing and drawing at an early age. He 
had a great appreciation for picture books as a 
child. He was particularly fond of the illustrations 
and the stories of Beatrix Potter and N.C. Wyeth. 
He found any kind of animal story irresistible.  He 
often used his interest in animal stories to create 
his own.
Kellogg decided in his pre-school years to make 
drawing the center of his future career.  He 
continued drawing throughout his school career 
and went on to get a bachelor’s degree in fine arts 
from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1963. 
He majored in illustration and was particularly 
interested in the few projects he did where were 
related to the creation of picture books.  In 1965, 
Kellogg started his graduate work at American 
University in Washington, D.C. The following year, 
he took a position as an instructor in etching with 
the school.
In the mid-1960s, Kellogg started submitting 
picture book ideas to various publishers. He 

began illustrating books for other children’s book 
authors in 1969, but things really became exciting 
when his own books first started getting accepted 
by publishers.  Over the years, Steven has visited 
thousands of schools and has presented to countless 
audiences—young and old. He still remains a very 
popular speaker for schools and conferences.
Steven today continues to be a passionate and 
tireless advocate for animals and for literacy. He 
organizes fund-raisers in his community for a local 
animal shelter. Plus, he is a vice-president of the 
National Children’s Book and Literacy Alliance 
(a national not-for-profit organization that was 
created in 1997 by award-winning children’s book 
authors and illustrators, which advocates for 
literacy, literature, and libraries to be an ongoing 
priority on our national agenda), which has allowed 
him rub shoulders with national statesmen and U.S. 
presidents.
He is currently busy working on future projects for 
several publishers and continues to share his love 
for books, animals, nature, and art to children and 
adults.
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Saturday Morning Keynote
October 15, 2016
8:45am — 9:45am

From All to Each and Every: 
Using Your Leadership to 
Support Each Young Child
What would it be like to view each of your 
interactions with children, families, colleagues, 
and administrators as daily opportunities to 
provide authentic leadership? This keynote will 
offer new ways of thinking about the influence 
you provide in creating high-quality environments 
and interactions that build the full potential of 
each infant, toddler, and child and empower 
each family. Discover how the new Vermont 
Early Learning Standards (VELS) can support the 
leadership work you do. Plan on leaving with a 
whole new view on how you can lead from the 
middle. 

Dr. Camille Catlett
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill

Camille Catlett provides consultation on evidence-
based professional development at individual, 
topic, program, organization, and state levels. She 
was based at the University of North Carolina’s 
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute 
for 23 years and led work in 30 states focused on 
collaborative professional development efforts 
that support the full participation of each young 
child and his or her family, including those who are 
culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse. Camille 
led the Crosswalks project, through which an 
evidence-based model for increasing the emphasis 
on exceptionality and inclusion in preservice 
programs was developed. The Crosswalks model 
has been replicated by colleges and universities 
in eight states. Camille is a frequent presenter 
at state, national and international conferences 
on effective professional development, diversity, 
interprofessional collaboration, inclusion, and 
family-professional partnerships. 
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RETURNING THIS YEAR!
THE PLAY PLACE
In an effort to promote more play in the classrooms and lives 
of children while highlighting the connections between play 
and learning and development we are offering the Play Place. 
Each day of the conference during each session there will be 
opportunities for you to come and work and play with various 
materials in the Play Place. There will be a workshop host 
who will facilitate the play. In addition to spending time in 
play participants will have time for reflection, discussion, and 
sharing strategies for implementing these ideas. There are 
clear objectives for each session so sessions in the Play Place 
will count toward Professional Development and you will get 
a DPD form for participating in them. 

T5: Playing with Loose Parts: The goal of this class is to cre-
ate curriculum that uses loose parts in a way that is concise, 
easy, and fun for the teacher and their students. Participants 
will experience hands on activities and will be given a starter 
kit to use in their own classrooms. Teachers will leave this 
training better equipped to support their students play utiliz-
ing loose parts. This class’s focus is on meeting the needs of 
preschoolers. Hosted by Jessica Titcomb

T15: Using Child-Generated Stories: Explore the develop-
ment of literacy skills through stories written and acted out 
by children. Many of these are stories of preschoolers, but 
toddlers enjoy story play too. Participate in acting out these 
stories and creating and acting out your own stories. Hosted 
by Robin Ploof.

F5: Architectural Design and Engineering in the Classroom: 
Using play plans, materials lists and a wide spectrum of mate-
rials/tools, teachers will develop their FUNdamental skills in 
fostering architectural concepts with children.  Participants 
will use basic drafting techniques, authentic woodworking 

tools and construct designs of their own imaginations while 
building successful engineering teams for a purpose.  Host-
ed by Kathi Apgar.

F15: Get Up and Move: This training gets to the heart of 
how music & movement can be a tool for teacher. We will 
navigate through challenges we have in the classroom, 
identify strategies to encourage creative movement & 
music making! Participants will learn a variety of fun and 
easy to replicate activities, and will begin to explore how 
these activities can develop, encourage and support core 
learning areas. This training is very hands on, participants 
should wear comfortable clothes.  Hosted by Ceilidh Gallo-
way-Kane.

F22: Building a Mud Kitchen:  During this workshop we will 
talk about what a mud kitchen is, why it is important, how 
to set one up, and how to facilitate play.  Hosted by Jessica 
Titcomb.

S5: Building a Mud Kitchen: During this workshop we will 
talk about what a mud kitchen is, why it is important, how 
to set one up, and how to facilitate play.  Hosted by Jessica 
Titcomb.

S15: Color of Your World:  This workshop on process art 
will offer participants a chance to examine the creative 
process.  Participants will first view creativity from the per-
spective of the child and then will have an opportunity to 
explore their own creative side as they engage in several 
hands on process art experiences.  Participants will come 
back together to discuss the experiences and translate 
those experiences into their practices in their classrooms.  
Hosted by Dr. Robin Ploof



Your work supports the success of our children, 
businesses and economy.

So why do so many child care providers earn less 
than it takes to make ends meet?

At Let’s Grow Kids, we’re working to increase public investments in 
Vermont’s child care system so that high-quality child care is a 
business that thrives—just like the children you care for.

Help us create the positive, lasting change we 
need in Vermont. 

letsgrowkids.org
Join the campaign at
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FEATURED SESSION FEATURED SESSIONS

T10 & F10: TWO FULL DAYS: Strengthening Families 
Essentials

PLEASE NOTE:
This is a two-day commitment,

and participants must attend both
Thursday and Friday, T10 & F10.

Track:  Professional Responsibility   
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Crystal Wilkins | Child care Mentor & Referral 
Specialist, Kingdom Child Care Connections @ Umbrella, 
Inc. | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

Brenda Schramm | Mentor and Statewide Project 
Specialist, Vermont Birth to 5 | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Affiliate I

The Strengthening Families Essentials Curriculum 
intentionally builds off of the seventeen- hour Toolbox 
Training Series but can also be a stand-alone series.  
The Essentials Modules were created by Maureen 
Durning & Jane Zink, respectively.  They have shared 
their knowledge and the curriculum they created 
for their home state of Idaho, with Vermont, as we 
begin to implement the important work of expanding 
Strengthening Families initiatives across the state.  The 
Strengthening Families Essentials Curriculum consists 
of four 3 hour modules, and takes a deep dive into: an 
overview of Strengthening Families & the components, 
protecting children from sexual abuse, keying into 
Strengthening Families from a program administrative 
perspective, and looking at Strengthening Families from 
the parent lens.  

Through an exciting partnership with the Child 
Development Division and the Race to the Top Early 
Learning Challenge Grant, the Vermont Association 
for the Education of Young Children is able to assist 
with the expansion of providing Strengthening Families 
training and initiatives in the State of Vermont in 2016.  
It is through this partnership that the Strengthening 
Families Essentials Modules have been brought to the 
VAEYC Conference.

T9:  FULL DAY:  Strength-Based Coaching to Support 
Professional Growth
 
Track:  Professional Responsibility                                         
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application
 
Susan MacDonald | Professional Coach, Speaker, 
Author, Inspiring New Perspectives | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Master
 
When we engage with teachers through question-
asking, coaching, and strengths-building, we create 
an occasion for sustainable learning and whole-
system change. Participants in this workshop will 
grow in their knowledge of the research base 
for appreciative inquiry and positive psychology. 
They will also develop their skills through small-
group exercises designed to give people practical 
experience with strengths-based tools for use in the 
participants’ respective settings.     Participants will 
be introduced to coaching frameworks and reflective 
practices that facilitate increased engagement 
with staff and support their successful professional 
growth! In the workshop, participants formulate 
new strategies to supervise, mentor and inspire the 
teachers in their programs as they align with quality 
initiatives.  
 

Learning Objectives:  

1) Participants will Increase their understanding of 
how to initiate and maintain successful coaching 
dialogues. 

 2) Enhance their ability to positively influence the 
quality, focus, and depth of both supervisory and 
peer conversations.  

3) Learn specific skills for taking a nonjudgmental 
stance and expressing empathy in coaching and 
leadership so as to embrace the uniqueness and value 
of all cultures, learning styles, and personal values of 
each individual.
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Thursday Morning — Session I
October 13, 2016  | 10:00am — 12noon

KEYNOTE PRESENTER SESSION:
CHIP DONAHUE

T1:  Back to the Future:  Connecting the 
Dots Between What We Know About Child 
Development, Early Learning, and Digital 
Media in the Early Years 

Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Connect the dots between what we know about child 
development and early learning and developmentally 
appropriate practice with what we’re learning 
about intentional and integrated uses of technology 
and digital media for young children. Learn about 
key messages for appropriate use of technology 
in the early years from the NAEYC/Fred Rogers 
Center joint position statement and explore recent 
guidelines from HighScope, Zero to Three, the 
RAND Corporation, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
Institutes of Medicine, and more. Reflect on what 
we know, what we still need to know, and why it 
matters for social emotional learning and whole child 
development. Identify research findings, the big ideas 
and emerging best practices. Consider how intentional 
and appropriate use of technology supports healthy 
child development, promotes early learning and early 
literacy and encourages social-emotional development 
in the early years. Connect the dots between our 
digital knowledge, skills and experience and the 
emerging role of early childhood educators as media 
mentors in the digital age.

T2:  The Right Stuff:  Resources to Support 
the Full Participation of Each Young Child 

Tracks: The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice 
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Camille Catlett| Camille Catlett | Scientist Emerita, 
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute | VT 
Instructor Registry:  Not in registry

Come discover the rich resources that can help 
leaders, staff and families to support the successful 
participation of each young child with emphasis on 
children of diverse abilities. We will explore high 
quality, no cost resources that align with the DEC 
recommended practices and share activities, evidence 
sources, videos, websites and landing pads.  Handouts 
will include diverse examples that can be helpful in 
many settings and applications. 

Learning Objectives: 1) Participants will describe the 
definition and defining features of inclusion based on 
the DEC NAEYC Position Statement. 2) Participants will 
identify sources for evidence based information and 
practices related to supporting young children in high 
quality, inclusive programs and settings.
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Thursday Morning — Session I
October 13, 2016  | 10:00am — 12noon

T3:  Positive Discipline:  Be the Teacher You 
Want to Be

Tracks: The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibilities      
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Caroline Christie | Executive Director, Green Mountain 
Children’s Center

Be the teacher you want to be by supporting children in 
making pro-social choices through positive means. Leave 
the threats, punishment, yelling, cajoling, bribing, time-
outs, etc. behind and create a classroom founded on mutual 
respect.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn basics 
of success counseling and be able to identify basics 
internal control theory.  2) Participants will reflect on 
child development and age appropriate behaviors.  3) 
Participants will learn language and strategies to implement 
positive behavior management.

T4:  Teaching STEM in the Preschool Classroom

Tracks: Content Knowledge & Skills, Instructional Practice                     
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Elizabeth Nuckols | Youth Programs Manager | EHCO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center | VT Instructor Registry level: 
Master

Building a community that is Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math literate will help us tackle important 
real world problems that affect us all. STEM learning starts 
early and STEM attitudes form early. This workshop will help 
you to think about new ways to encourage STEM learning 
and give you classroom ready activities to take back and 
test with your students.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will describe why STEM 
is an important component of the preschool curriculum and 
list some ways to set up their classroom that will encourage 
free play STEM investigations.  2) Participants will explore 
and experiment with STEM activities and then assess their 
relevance and application to their own classroom setting.  
3)  Participants will receive information about how they can 
be involved with the next phase of the IMLS grant funded 
Preschool STEM project.

T5:  PLAY PLACE:  Playing with Loose Parts

Tracks: The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibility    
Level: Introduction/Overview

Jessica Titcomb | Family and Community Coordinator, 
Williston Enrichment Center | VT Instructor Registry level:  
Affiliate I

The goal of this class is to create curriculum that uses 
loose parts in a way that is concise, easy, and fun for the 
teacher and their students. Participants will experience 
hands on activities and will be given a starter kit to use 
in their own classrooms. Teachers will leave this training 
better equipped to support their students play utilizing 
loose parts. This class’s focus is on meeting the needs of 
preschoolers. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore the 
importance of free play with loose parts and the research 
behind it.  2) Participants will leave the class having the 
ability to create a loose parts environment within the 
classroom. 

T6:  Dance to Learn

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills                 
Level: Introduction/ Overview

Laurie Flaherty | Founder/Director, AB2 (Active Body - 
Active Brain), Creative Movement-Based Curriculum | VT 
Instructor Registry level:  Certified

Learn the fundamentals of the BrainDance and how to 
teach creative dance using an easy to follow lesson plan 
that connects to the Vermont Early Learning Standards.   

This session is also being offered on Saturday 10-noon

Learning Objectives:  1) Learn the fundamentals of the 
BrainDance, developed by Anne Gilbert.  2) Participants 
will be introduced to how to teach creative dance using 
an easy to follow 5-part conceptual lesson plan that 
incorporates elements of dance and movement and 
connects to the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS).  
3)  Participants will discuss the importance of the body-
brain connection in early childhood and how movement 
can enhance learning.
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T7:  Reflecting on Attitude Development and 
Fostering Acceptance in Your Classroom 

Tracks: The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibility                       
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Lori Meyer | Assistant Professor, University of Vermont | VT 
Instructor Registry level:  Master

Developing friendships is a goal held by many families 
for their young children when they enter early care and 
education settings. Yet, not all children will experience peer 
acceptance and the benefits of having a close friend. This 
session will emphasize how attitudes towards others develop 
and highlight the Making Friends Program (Favazza, Ostrosky 
& Mouzourou, 2016), an effective, literacy-based curriculum 
designed to foster respect and acceptance among children 
from diverse backgrounds.

Learning Objectives:  1) By the end of this session, 
participants will be able to describe the three components 
of attitude development.  2) Participants will be able to 
create a guided discussion bookmark to promote acceptance 
towards different forms of diversity through shared book 
reading.  3) Participants will be able to explain how the 
key components of the Making Friends Program addresses 
attitude development and assess how these components 
could be embedded into their classroom environments.

T8:  Happier at Work:  Mindfulness and 
Meditation to Decrease Stress and Increase 
Happiness

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility                                            
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Becky Raymond | Regional Coordinator, Building Bright 
Futures | VT Instructor Registry level:  Certified

We live in a world that never seems to slow down and 
we all know this is particularly true for early childhood 
professionals. Research shows us the benefits of gratitude, 
mindfulness, and meditation for our health and well-being 
but it seems impossible to find the time to add these 
practices to our already intensely busy lives. Through 
group discussions and hands-on practice, this workshop 
will provide you with a toolkit of strategies to incorporate 
gratitude, mindfulness and meditation into your daily life 
without asking you to make huge changes to your daily 
routine. We will also discuss ways to incorporate gratitude 
and mindfulness strategies into your work with children.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will practice 
strategies to incorporate gratitude, mindfulness, 
and meditation into their daily lives.  2) Participants 
will identify and discuss ways to address barriers to 
incorporating these strategies into their daily lives.

Thursday Morning — Session I
October 13, 2016  | 10:00am — 12noon
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Join us at Lunch
The Permanent Fund’s Early Educator of the Year Award Ceremony

The Permanent Fund’s Early Educator of the Year Award 
Ceremony At the VAEYC Conference 2015

To recognize excellence in the teaching of Vermont’s young children, the Permanent Fund for 
Vermont’s Children created the annual Early Educator of the Year Award. This year, the Permanent 
Fund accepted nominations for an outstanding home-based childcare professional who has 
demonstrated a commitment to quality early childhood education. Please join us for the award 
ceremony to honor and recognize the two award finalists and find out which one will receive the 2015 
Early Educator of the Year Award. 
  
“Besides parents, early educators are a child’s first teacher… We want to recognize those who go 
above and beyond to positively impact the lives of Vermont’s children.”  
—Rick Davis, president and co-founder of the Permanent Fund for Vermont’s Children

 

Contact the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® VERMONT Program Coordinator at 802-244-6282 for more 
information OR visit http://vaeyc.org/quality-improvement/teach/ 

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® VERMONT is a 
statewide scholarship program designed to help 
early childhood professionals working in regulated 
early childhood settings attain an Associate’s 
degree in early childhood development while 
continuing their current employment. T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood® VERMONT is more than a 
scholarship program; it is designed to address two 
major challenges in the early education and care 
field – low wages and high turnover. The 
scholarship helps increase compensation and the 
retention of skilled teachers. 

 

 

 

 

Contact the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® VERMONT Program Coordinator at 802-244-6282 for more 
information OR visit http://vaeyc.org/quality-improvement/teach/ 

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® VERMONT is a 
statewide scholarship program designed to help 
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early childhood settings attain an Associate’s 
degree in early childhood development while 
continuing their current employment. T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood® VERMONT is more than a 
scholarship program; it is designed to address two 
major challenges in the early education and care 
field – low wages and high turnover. The 
scholarship helps increase compensation and the 
retention of skilled teachers. 
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T13:  Minimizing Drama in the Workplace

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility   
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Jodi Marquis | Founder, Owner, Chance for Change Training 
and Coaching | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

Jack Russell | Founder, President, Center for Self-Sustaining 
Leadership | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Specialist II

During this workshop participants will be introduced to the 
cycle of drama and how it plays out in the workplace and 
in life. They will be introduced to the beliefs and fears that 
contribute to drama based communication vs communication 
that leads to connection and collaboration.  They will 
leave with an outline of the Non-Violent Communication 
model, in which they will begin to practice shifting their 
interactions in ways that will have immediate impacts on 
their relationships. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will be able to describe 
the roles of the Drama Triangle and identify starting gate 
practice.  2) Participants will be able to define how the 
drama triangle connects with negative thought patterns 
and fear based communication.  3) Participants will 
describe and practice implementation of the Non-Violent 
Communication Model.

T14: Here We Go:  New Center-Based Child 
Care and Preschool Programs Licensing Rules

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Professional 
Responsibility   Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Christel Michaud | Licensing Supervisor, VT Department 
for Children and Families | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Certified

This interactive workshop will provide participants an 
opportunity to orient to the layout of the new Center 
Based Child Care and Preschool Programs regulation book 
and identify how to locate rules, affirm how many rules 
have remained the same, will provide an opportunity 
to become familiar with how former rules have been 
clarified, and will increase participants’ understanding 
of how to apply specific rules that are new.  Prior to this 
workshop and for maximum benefit of this workshop, 
please have read the new Center Based Child Care and 
Preschool Programs licensing rules.

Learning Objectives:  1) The purpose of this session is to 
orient to the layout of the Center Based Child Care and 
Preschool Programs regulation book and identify how to 
locate rules.  2) This session will affirm to participants 
how many rules have remained the same.  3) Participants 
will become familiar with how former rules have been 
clarified. 

Thursday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 13, 2016  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm

Please Note:
Choosing workshop T13, T14, T15 or T17 will satisfy your selection

for both time slots on Thursday afternoon.
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T15:  Using Child Generated Stories

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills               
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Dr. Robin Ploof| Program Director M.Ed. in Early Childhood | 
Division of Education and Human Studies, Champlain College  
| VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

Come participate in a hands-on workshop exploring the 
development of literacy skills through stories written and 
acted out by children. We will begin with a discussion based 
on Vivian Paley’s work and stories the presenter has collected 
from children. Participate in acting out these stories and 
creating and acting out your own stories.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will connect their play 
experiences with their work in the classroom with children.  
2) Participants will experience first-hand the power of play as 
a support to child development.  3) Participants will analyze 
the connections between play and learning.  

T17:  Environmental Rating Scales and STARS

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibility       
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Jen Severance| STARS Assessor, Mary Johnson Children’s 
Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

Audrey Perry | STARS Assessor, Mary Johnson Children’s 
Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate II

Each childcare setting has an environmental rating scale 
that can be used for program improvement and to support 
your STARS rating in Vermont. In this workshop, we will 
provide an overview of the various environmental rating 
scales that are used to assess VT programs and we will 
look at the process of what happens when a STARS Assessor 
comes to look at your program. The importance of quality 
child care and the areas of the scales will be discussed in 
depth and we will look at how to put together a program 
improvement plan for your program or classroom. We will 
explore how programs are scored and look at the different 
assessment and summary reports that are used.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will be able to 
identify the different parts of the ERS tools used in VT and 
how they are related to STARS process.  2) Participants will 
create a program improvement plan based on feedback 
from the Environment Rating Scales.

Thursday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 13, 2016  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm
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T11: Recruiting, Hiring, Training & Retaining 
Great Staff

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility 
Level: Essential Knowledge/Application

Scott Noyes | Instructor/Presenter, Empowering Programs 
| VT Instructor Registry level:  Certified

In supporting today’s employees we need to include both 
traditional and nontraditional modes of leadership. The 
old command-and-control styles are being replaced by 
coach-and-collaborate systems. Involving our team in 
solving challenges has many benefits including employee 
ownership, professional growth, and job satisfaction. 
The session looks at why companies that manage people 
positively outperform others by 30% - 40%.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore who is 
your target recruitment and how can you reach them?  2) 
Participants will examine how flattening the structure can 
increase employee ownership?  3) Participants will learn 
how can evaluation tool create successful employees?

T12:  The Technology Dilemma:  The Good, 
The Bad, and The Ugly

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Analysis & In Depth Application

Dr. Laurel Bongiorno | Dean, Division of Education and 
Human Studies, Champlain College | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Master

Participants in this workshop will consider the research 
focused on technology use for infants, toddlers, 2’s and 
preschoolers. Participants will receive article, book, and 
website recommendations on the topic.  Do co-workers 
and parents ask your advice? Explore together in this 
workshop and consider ways to share information with 
others.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will begin to 
analyze current research focused on technology use for 
young children.  2) Participants will explore ways to 
communicate information with program stakeholders.

 

Thursday Afternoon — Session II
October 13, 2016  | 1:15pm — 2:45pm

 T16:  We Are All Leaders; We Are All 
Advocates

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Kelly Ault | Public Engagement Director, Vermont Early 
Childhood Alliance | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Specialist II

Sonja Raymond | Executive Director, Vermont 
Association for the Education of Young Children | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

Early childhood providers have important contributions 
to make to the public policy conversations at the State 
House that relate to Vermont’s children and families. 
However, it can sometimes be challenging to feel 
adequately informed about the issues being deliberated 
or to know at what point in the legislative process 
expertise from the early childhood field would most 
enrich the decision making.     For those who are new 
or seasoned to advocacy, this interactive workshop 
will lead to a firm understanding of statewide policy 
processes, as well as examine effective advocacy, 
relationship building and communication techniques 
that can be used to influence policy change. Leaners 
will identify the issues that are important to them and 
understand their specific role and the expertise they 
offer. They will craft a plan to take action when it is 
most meaningful to influencing the outcome.    A strong, 
collective early childhood voice can advance public 
policy that ensures the economic security of Vermont’s 
workforce and the prosperity of the state.  

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will leave with an 
understanding of Vermont’s policy and budget making 
processes related to early childhood.  2) Participants 
will identify and explore techniques for relationship 
and coalition building that will lead to effective 
communications with policymakers and therefore, 
influence policy change.  3)  Participants will be able 
to describe learner’s specific roles in the policy process 
and create an action plan of next steps to be taken in 
the community and at the State House.
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T18:  What is Developmental Monitoring and 
Screening?

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning; Instructional Practice 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Rebecca Webb | Project Director/Special Educator, Vermont 
Child Health Improvement Program | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Master

Janet Kilburn | Child Development Coordinator, Vermont 
Department of Health | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Specialist II

Have you heard about Vermont’s policy on Universal 
Developmental Screenings?  Come be introduced to this 
document and receive free resources geared towards 
monitoring and discussing children’s development.  We’ll 
engage in a discussion about the vital role that you play in 
observing and screening children’s development.  Specific 
information on the CDC’s “Learn the Signs Act Early” 
materials, Help Me Grow Vermont, Ages and Stages-3 ©, and 
Ages and Stages Social Emotional-2© will be introduced.  

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify the 
key components of Vermont’s Universal Developmental 
Screening policy.  2)  Participants will utilize resources 
from the CDC’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early” and Vermont’s 
Help Me Grow programs.  3) Participants will have an 
understanding of the importance of developmental 
screenings.

Thursday Afternoon — Session II
October 13, 2016  | 1:15pm — 2:45pm

Thursday Afternoon — Session III
October 13, 2016  | 3:00pm — 4:30pm

T19:  Approaching Difficult Conversations with 
Families 

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility                                        
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Scott Noyes | Instructor/Presenter, Empowering Programs | 
VT Instructor Registry level:  Certified

Often we are hesitant to have difficult conversations with 
parents because we are worried about a negative reaction. 
We are telling a parent something that they might not want 
to hear. This presentation includes answers to arduous 
questions like:

What is the best way to begin a conversation like this?  
Should I just come right to the point? 
What is the parent reacts defensively? 
Should I agree with their point of view? 
Do I interrupt when she is arguing?

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore the skills 
required to successfully present a difficult topic to families 
regarding their children.  2) Participants will practice the 
skills required to successfully present a difficult topic.

T20:  Licensing, STARS, Strengthening Families, 
and Shared Services VT:  Making Systems Work 
for You

Tracks:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

LouAnn Beninati | Regional Manager, Vermont Birth to 5 | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

VT early childhood programs are participating in 
frameworks and systems that support quality development. 
These systems all have requirements for record keeping 
and reports. This workshop will share a crosswalk of 
requirements of some of the more popular systems and 
identify ways to use Shared Services VT to save time and 
energy while adhering to grant and system requirements.         
Two examples-    * A family nutrition activity for SF can be 
found on the SS Website    * Need a family survey for SF? 
Use it as your annual family survey for STARS.  
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Thursday Afternoon — Session III
October 13, 2016  | 3:00pm — 4:30pm

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will review 
requirements of systems and identify commonalities 
between system requirements.  2) Participants will 
explore resources on SSVT.org, as well as other high 
quality resources, that will support the work of program 
administrators.  3) Participants will identify multiple uses 
for individual resources that will fit with multiple system 
reporting requirements.

T21:  There’s No Going Back:  The Forest Public 
Preschool Project

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview  

Lynn Talamini | Preschool Teacher, Cabot School | VT 
Instructor Registry Level: Not in Instructor Registry

Elaina Foxx | Preschool Teacher, Twinfield Union School | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Not in Instructor Registry

Children learn best when they are connected to nature and 
have the open space to explore and be themselves without 
the boundaries of walls.  Learn how to meet the social 
and emotional needs of your students with a balance of 
outdoor experiences in the natural world. This is a story of 
how two public preschool teachers made the outdoors their 
classroom.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will gain confidence in 
providing children with opportunities to learn outdoors.  2) 
Participants will learn how to implement developmentally 
appropriate practice in an outdoor space.

T22:  Early Childhood Fire Safety & Emergency 
Planning for Center and Home-Based Programs

Tracks:  Instructional Practice, Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application 

Christine Wade | CIS Specialized Child Care & Family 
Resource Coordinator, Lamoille Family Center | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

Mike Greenia | Assistant State Fire Marshall, VT Division of 
Fire Safety | VT Instructor Registry Level:   Not in Registry

This program was designed by the presenters in a 
collaborated effort between the VT Division of Fire 
Safety and Springfield College students who recognized 
a need for guidance and resources related to fire safety 
and emergency preparedness in Vermont.  This workshop 
is a condensed overview where participants receive 
guidance and resources to enhance their programs fire and 
emergency plans and curriculum.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify potential 
hazards in their program’s environment and evaluate best 
responses to specific threats.  2) Participants will actively 
engage in activities that can be used with children to 
enhance emergency response awareness and skills.  
3) Participants will design a draft of an emergency plan 
for their program while editing and correcting possible 
safety issues.
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Teaching and Parenting in the Digital Age: Technology Tools as 
Catalysts for 21st Century Learning

In addition to Chip Donohue’s conference keynote and workshop, the Vermont Humanities Council is sponsoring 
a public presentation by Chip on Thursday evening at 7:00pm at the Brownell Library in Essex Junction. He 
will discuss big ideas and innovative strategies from his new book, Family Engagement in the Digital Age: Early 
Childhood Educators as Media Mentors, and connect the dots between early learning and technology. Learn how 
technology can empower and engage children, parents, families, librarians and early childhood teachers, and 
explore the emerging role of media mentors to guide young children in the 21st century. His talk is free and open 
to the public.  The one-hour presentation will be followed by Q & A. Encourage your parents, local librarians, 
and colleagues to attend!

Thursday — Special Public Presentation
October 13, 2016  | 7:00pm

Grow Your Career
with an associate degree in  

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Find out more at ccv.edu



 
 Child Development Division services include child care 
financial assistance for eligible families, resource and referral, 
licensing, and prevention and early intervention programs.

http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd
1-800-649-2642

Partnering with families, providers, 
schools and communities to improve the 
well-being of Vermont’s children.

• How do I find a training?
• Can I get help paying for college courses?
• Who can I talk to about a child’s development?
• How do I receive a bonus for professional achievements?
• How can I manage my program’s licensing information?
• Can I view my professional information in BFIS?

... the Child Development Division  
can help with the answers.
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F10:  Strengthening Families Essentials

THIS ALL DAY SESSION IS A CONTINUATION FROM THE ALL 
DAY SESSION (T10) ON THURSDAY

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Crystal Wilkins | Child care Mentor & Referral Specialist, 
Kingdom Child Care Connections @ Umbrella, Inc. | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

Brenda Schramm | Mentor and Statewide Project 
Specialist, Vermont Birth to 5 | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Affiliate I

The Strengthening Families Essentials Curriculum 
intentionally builds off of the 17 hour Toolbox Training 
Series but can also be a stand-alone series.  The 
Essentials Modules were created by Maureen Durning 
& Jane Zink, respectively.  They have shared their 
knowledge and the curriculum they created for their 
home state of Idaho, with Vermont, as we begin 
to implement the important work of expanding 
Strengthening Families initiatives across the state.  The 
Strengthening Families Essentials Curriculum consists 
of four 3 hour modules, and takes a deep dive into: an 
overview of Strengthening Families & the components, 
protecting children from sexual abuse, keying into 
Strengthening Families from a program administrative 
perspective, and looking at Strengthening Families from 
the parent lens.  

Through an exciting partnership with the Child 
Development Division and the Race to the Top Early 
Learning Challenge Grant, the Vermont Association 
for the Education of Young Children is able to assist 
with the expansion of providing Strengthening Families 
training and initiatives in the State of Vermont in 2016.  
It is through this partnership that the Strengthening 
Families Essentials Modules have been brought to the 
VAEYC Conference.

FEATURED SESSION 
October 13, 2016  | ALL DAY SESSION: 10-noon; 1:15–2:45pm & 3:00–4:30pm

F9:  TS Gold Step 2 Online Training:  Analyze 
and Respond

PLEASE NOTE: Choosing workshop F9 will satisfy your 
selection for all 3 time slots on Friday

Track:  Instructional Practice     
Level:  Analysis & In Depth Application

Beth Peloquin | ECSE Consultant, University of Vermont, 
VT Agency of Education | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Master

This online TS GOLD training is for participants who have 
been TS Gold users for AT LEAST one year and have been 
through the AOE TS Gold Introductory 2-day training. 
Participants will have an opportunity to explore more 
deeply into the features of TS Gold online by learning the 
finer features of collecting an inputting documentation, 
using the planning tools, and interpreting a few key 
reports that support teachers in planning for both 
individual children and groups of children. 
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Friday Morning — Session I
October 14, 2016  | 10:00am — 12:00pm

F2:  VELS, DAP, & RP = Supports for Each 
Young Language Learner

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning Instructional Practice 
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Camille Catlett | Scientist Emerita, Frank Porter 
Graham Child Development Institute | VT Instructor 
Registry:  Not in registry

Looking for high quality, evidence-based free resources 
that you can use to learn about how to support young 
dual language learners (DLLs) and their families? 
Interested in free, high quality materials to use in 
home, community, and program settings to individualize 
for young DLLs? This is the session for you. Join us to 
discover resources to support your work and to share 
with administrators, colleagues and families.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will describe 
how the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) can 
be used to support young DLLs.  2) Participants will 
identify sources for evidence-based information and 
practices related to young DLLs.  3) Participants will 
recognize and respond appropriately to young DLLs, 
based on the phase of second language acquisition they 
are in.

F3:  Gathering Family Stories:  Full 
Participation of Each Child Starts with Each 
Family

Tracks:  Instructional Practice, Professional 
Responsibility Level:  Introduction/Overview

Lori Meyer | Assistant Professor, University of Vermont | 
VT Instructor Registry level:  Master

The Vermont Agency of Education has recently created 
a set of Guiding Principles to ensure each and every 
child, and their family, feels a sense of belonging in 
early care and education settings. To facilitate the 
development of these principles, we collected family 
stories to represent the hopes, values, and voices of 
Vermont families regarding features of early childhood 
programs and qualities of early childhood personnel 
that they felt were the most important and that best 

KEYNOTE PRESENTER SESSION

F1:  Picture Book Magic — The Unique 
Interaction of Words and Illustrations

Track(s): Content Knowledge and Skills 
Level:  Introduction / Overview

Stephen Kellogg | Author, Illustrator | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Not in registry

Mary Brigid Barrett | Founder, National Children’s Book 
and Literacy Alliance | VT Instructor Registry Level:   
Not in registry

The success of a picture book is dependent on the 
unique interaction of words, illustrations, and design. 
Join authors, illustrators, and literacy advocates Steven 
Kellogg and Mary Brigid Barrett in a discussion of this 
distinctive art form—picture books, how they work, 
what makes a quality picture book. We will also discuss 
how to find, and assess, picture books that will work in 
classroom settings with young children. In the second 
hour of the workshop, guided by Ms. Barrett, attendees 
will participate in lively writing and illustrating 
exercises that will help introduce young children to the 
powerful interplay of words and pictures. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn about 
the unique relationship of words and illustrations in 
picture books.  2) Participants will explore master 
wordplay and visual techniques that will enhance young 
children’s understanding of the picture book and build 
young children’s literacy skills.

Don’t forget to sign up for the Membership 
breakfast and meeting held 7:30-8:30am at the 
Dudley H. Davis Center! Another great reason  

to become a member!



The Vermont Association for the Education of Young Children (VAEYC) Conference and Retreat
October 13, 14, & 15, 2016 | To register online visit vaeyc.org | Registration deadlines: Early Bird – Friday, Sept. 16 / Regular – Friday, Oct. 7

30

supported their children and family. This session will share 
how and why family stories were collected, themes found 
across the families’ stories, practical ideas for collecting 
stories in your community, and possible implications for 
what to do with the learned information. We will share 
materials and resources used to gather family stories with 
participants. 

Learning Objectives:  1) By the end of this session, 
participants will be able to describe the reasons for 
gathering family stories to support the creation of 
the Guiding Principles.  2) By the end of this session, 
participants will be able to explain key themes found 
among the families’ stories collected for this project and 
how the themes are represented in the Guiding Principles.  
3) By the end of this session, participants will be able to 
apply the processes and lessons learned from this project to 
their own community/early care and education settings to 
collect stories that could inform development of their own 
practices and policies related to the full participation of 
every child and family. 

F4:  Learning to Dance:  Co-regulation for 
Children with Autism and Developmental 
Delays

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning     
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Michelle Fouts | Licensed Psychologist-Master, Sapphire 
Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

We often talk about the importance of self-regulation 
and how it impacts behavior but miss the crucial role that 
co-regulation plays in laying the foundation for social 
and emotional development.  This class will provide an 
overview of the research and theory on co-regulation, 
explore some of the obstacles that children present and 
offer video examples of co-regulatory interactions. We 
will then use small group demonstrations and role plays to 
practice some basic co-regulatory patterns.            

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will be able to define 
co-regulation and explain how it shapes self-regulation.  
2) Participants will be able to demonstrate their 
understanding of simple co-regulatory patterns that can be 
used with young children. 

F5:  PLAY PLACE:  Architectural Design and 
Engineering in the Classroom

Tracks:  Content Knowledge & Skill                                                    
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Kathi Apgar | Early Childhood Services Director at 
Greater Burlington YMCA | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Master

Using play plans, materials lists and a wide spectrum of 
materials/tools, teachers will develop their FUNdamental 
skills in fostering architectural concepts with children.  
Participants will use basic drafting techniques, authentic 
woodworking tools and construct designs of their own 
imaginations while building successful engineering teams 
for a purpose.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will engage in 
hands-on exploration of woodworking tools and how 
to implement using them in their classrooms.  2) 
Participants will develop their skills in fostering 
architectural concepts with young children.

F6:  Watercolor Extravaganza

Tracks:  Content Knowledge & Skills    
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Sarah Sprague | Youth and Adult Instructor, Shelburne 
Craft School | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

Ever thought about all the different ways you can use 
watercolors?  Come learn different method of using 
watercolors, from resisting the water with oil, tape 
pastels and crayons, to adding salt for fun effects 
and using a straw instead of a paintbrush.  Bright 
colors, wonderful designs and effects create beautiful 
watercolor paintings!

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify 
different types of watercolor paints.  2) Participants will 
understand different methods and techniques to use with 
watercolors.  3) Participants will learn strategies and 
ideas to use with students.

Friday Morning — Session I
October 14, 2016  | 10:00am — 12:00pm
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F7:  Program Directors, the New Licensing 
Regulations, and Professional Development

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Nancy Sugarman | Director, Northern Lights Career 
Development Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Master

Christel Michaud | Licensing Supervisor, VT Department 
for Children and Families | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Certified

Do you direct in a center- based child care with young 
children?   Do you guide your staff – and help yourself 
determine what workshops and courses can address your 
professional development?  Do you have a professional 
goal related to your job?  This workshop focuses on the 
various professional development requirements and 
options in the new early childhood center based program 
regulations, with a focus on directors. These include 
required training, Individual Professional Development 
Plans, director and staff requirements.  The workshop 
is co –taught by a Child Development Division licensing 
supervisor and VT Northern Lights staff.   Together we 
will dig into the new early childhood program licensing 
regulations and discover what directors need to know 
about the professional development requirements 
embedded there.   We will also explore the resources 
and options to meet these requirements and what it 
means for your professional development.  

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify the 
sections of the center-based Early Childhood program 
regulations that directors need to notice related to 
professional development.  2) Participants will describe 
resources and strategies to meet the staff and director 
requirements in the current early childhood center-
based program regulations.

Friday Morning — Session I
October 14, 2016  | 10:00am — 12:00pm
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Join us at lunch for:
Book signing with Steven Kellogg 

12:00 — 1:00pm
Here is your opportunity to have world renowned author/illustrator 

Steven Kellogg personally autograph one of his books for you!  VAEYC 
will have 8 different titles for sale at the conference.  All conference 

attendees will receive a 10% discount.  Come choose your favorite 
Steven Kellogg book and have it personalized.
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F11:  Feeding the Developing Brain

Track:  The Learner & Learning     
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Scott Noyes | Instructor/Presenter, Empowering 
Programs | VT Instructor Registry level:  Certified

The more we know about the food and brain 
connection, the better choices we can make about the 
diet. Starting several million years ago, we had enough 
additional caloric energy through changes in lifestyle 
and diet to actually build a completely new section 
of brain. This new brain, the prefrontal cortex, plays 
key roles in memory, attention, perceptual awareness, 
thought, language, and consciousness. How is this 
structure best fueled? What are the ramifications of the 
brain not receiving its daily requirements of nutrients? 
This presentation looks at the food sources required to 
optimize the brain. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore how 
they optimize the developing brain through nutrition.  
2) Participants will define what foods best support the 
developing brain.

Friday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 14, 2015  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm

F16:  Empowering the Workforce:  Early 
Childhood Professionals as Agents of Change

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Analysis & In-depth Application

Ellen Drolette | Registered Family Child Care Provider, 
Co-Trainer - The Empowering Project | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Certified

Lisa Guerrero | Early Education Consultant and Trainer, 
The Empowering Project | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Certified

Join Ellen Drolette and Lisa Guerrero for an innovative 
and intensive 5-part training series that aims to infuse 
the field with revolutionary approaches to overcoming 
some of early childhood’s biggest challenges. Guided 
by the work of top leaders in the field of educational 
change, inspired by the documentary series Raising of 
America, and shaped by the collective wisdom of the 
participants involved, we will generate a shared vision 
for our workforce and use a strategic process to design 
creative solutions to major issues in early childhood 
education. Opportunities for large group work, small 
group work and a mix of hands-on-move-around 
activities will lead to the collective building of viable 
strategies for advocacy and concrete plans for next 
steps.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will work 
collectively to define the broader social and political 
forces shaping the early childhood fields.  2) Participants 
will be involved in the process of creating advocacy 
action plans based on insight gained through their 
experience with this series. 

Please Note:
Choosing workshop F11 or F16 will satisfy your selection

for both time slots on Friday afternoon.
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Friday Afternoon — Session II
October 14, 2016  | 1:15pm — 2:45pm

F12:  The Power of Storytelling: Laying Early 
Childhood Foundations for Reading and Writing

Track: Content Knowledge & Skills    
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Mary Brigid Barrett | Founder, National Children’s Book and 
Literacy Alliance | VT Instructor Registry Level:   Not in 
registry

Author, illustrator, and literacy advocate Mary Brigid 
Barrett will demonstrate how to use picture books and 
storytelling to lay a literacy foundation for reading and 
writing. Using age-appropriate experience analogies and 
picture books, we will discuss how the use of story, art, and 
role playing can build young children’s sensory awareness 
and an understanding of basic storytelling elements such as 
character, plot, dialogue, setting, and place. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their favorite picture book to the 
workshop as an inspiration to create their own student 
literacy activity.

Learning Objectives: 1) Participants will expand their 
knowledge base of storytelling elements and literacy skills.  
2) Participants will develop interdisciplinary activities that 
develop students’ literacy skills.

F13:  Barnyard Math

Track:  Content Knowledge & Skills, Instructional Practice 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

April Zajko, M.Ed. | Preschool Teacher, Concord Early 
Childhood Program | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

Young children are eager to learn how about farms, and 
this workshop will help providers find ways to incorporate 
literacy, movement, and LOTS of math into a dynamic 
study life on a farm. This workshop will explore how to 
implement an integrated curriculum unit appropriate for 
preschool through kindergarten. Participants will leave with 
many ideas for creating math materials that meet the new 
Vermont Early Learning Standards. Participants will also 
receive a list of quality children’s literature and access to 
an integrated curriculum unit. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore ways 
to incorporate early math skills in a dynamic study about 
life on a farm.   2) Participants will create math materials 
that meet the new Vermont Early Learning Standards.  3) 
Participants will receive an integrated curriculum unit for 
teaching a farm theme, appropriate for preschool through 
kindergarten learners. 

F14:  Engaging In Wonder

This session is also offered on Saturday,  
Session 2 1:15-2:45

Track:  The Leaner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Susan Koch | Grade 1 Teacher, 2016 VT Teacher of the 
Year, Union Elementary School | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Certified

A workshop to support the use of inquiry in early 
childhood education. Participants will explore options 
for outdoor education. A focus on logistics, safety and 
purpose will provide participants with the necessary tools 
to get outside and engage young learners through an 
inquiry based approach. Examples of forest preschools, 
and kindergarten programs will be offered.   

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify the 
cycle of inquiry, and appropriate prompting techniques 
for young learners.  2) Participants will develop action 
plans to facilitate outdoor learning in their current 
situation.  3) Participants will consider safety guidelines, 
family participation and day to day logistics of outdoor 
education.

F15:  Get Up & Move!

Track:  Content Knowledge & Skills, Instructional Practice 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Ceilidh Galloway-Kane | Executive Director, The Art House 
| VT Instructor Registry Level:  Specialist II

This training gets to the heart of how music & movement 
can be a tool for teacher. We will navigate through 
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challenges we have in the classroom, identify strategies to 
encourage creative movement & music making! Participants 
will learn a variety of fun and easy to replicate activities, 
and will begin to explore how these activities can develop, 
encourage and support core learning areas. This training is 
very hands on, participants should wear comfortable clothes. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will engage in and 
reflect on hands-on activities that address individual 
challenges with music & creative movement.  2) Participants 
will identify and construct strategies that enhance and/
or develop the facilitation of music and movement in the 
classroom.  3) Participants will demonstrate an understanding 
of how and explore how music and creative movement can be 
a tool to promote and teach other areas of learning.

F17:  Engaging Parents with the Principles and 
Practices of Emergent Curriculum  

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Essential Knowledge/ Application

Julia Parker | Lead Teacher, Y Early Childhood Program 
for UVM Medical Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Applicant

Parents are often skeptical about the benefits of an 
Emergent Curriculum where the focus is on process rather 
than product. This interactive workshop gives concrete 
examples to share with and engage parents in parents how 
an emergent classroom supports the scaffolded learning 
necessary for children to be “ready for kindergarten.”

Learning Objectives:  1) This workshop will allow 
participants to explore dialogue to share with parents 

Friday Afternoon — Session II
October 14, 2016  | 1:15pm — 2:45pm

regarding Emergent Curriculum.  2) Participants will build 
confidence in your knowledge of Emergent Curriculum.  3) 
Participants will work to define strategies to strengthen 
relationships with parents surrounding their child’s 
developmentally appropriate curricular experiences.

F18:  Creating an Equal and Just 
Environment:  Making All Children Feel 
Welcomed

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice, 
Professional Responsibility  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Nancy Steeley | Assistant Professor, Division of Education 
and Human Studies, Champlain College | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Master 

Co-Presenter Kayla Arena | Student, Champlain College 

Using hands-on activities and a simple power point 
presentation, attendees will examine our underlying 
fears and behaviors that affect the delivery of an anti-
bias curriculum.  Discussion and activities will focus on 
how prejudice develops in young children, what is anti-
bias education and how can one incorporate this into 
appropriate curriculum for young learners.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will examine 
stereotypes and prejudices and become attuned to 
their presence in contemporary society and educational 
settings.  2) Participants will analyze prejudice from a 
developmental perspective.  3) Participants will engaged 
in hand-on activities to design an anti-bias curriculum in 
their learning environments.
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F19:  A Conversation with Katherine Paterson

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Katherine Paterson | Author and Board member of The 
National Children’s Book and Literacy Alliance | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Specialist II

Join award-winning, and beloved author Katherine Paterson 
in a lively, informal conversation about children, books, 
literacy advocacy and outreach. Katherine will discuss her 
life journey as mother, grandmother, author, and literacy 
advocate sharing strategies on how we can all become 
family literacy advocates. Participants are encouraged to 
share their ideas concerning the role educators can play 
in encouraging family literacy. The conversation will be 
facilitated by author and National Children’s Book and 
Literacy Alliance president Mary Brigid Barrett. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will expand knowledge 
of literacy needs and skills related to young children and 
their families.   2) Participants will master techniques 
that encourage literacy advocacy and outreach to young 
students and their families. 

F20:  Winter Science

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & 
Skills, Instructional Practice 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

April Zajko, M.Ed. | Preschool Teacher, Concord Early 
Childhood Program | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

One of the best parts of working with children in Vermont 
is helping to connect them to the natural environment all 
year long. Winter may drive many providers indoors, but 
this workshop will give you a huge toolkit of ideas for ways 
to incorporate winter science concepts in to your childcare 
or preschool program. There will be lots of hands-on 
science explorations that will get you ready for engaging 
your children during our long winter ahead. There will be 
centers set up for participants to rotate through to engage 
in discovery-based lessons. Investigations and centers will 
include: creating a winter forest scape for your room, 
Snowflake Bentley activities, make a snowflake catcher 

necklace, soapy snowmen, ice play, blubber & insulation 
experiment, indoor & outdoor gross motor games with a 
winter theme, thematic healthy snacks, and snowy art 
projects. We will explore quality children’s literature 
that can be used to introduce and reinforce the science 
concepts being presented. Participants will also be given 
lesson plans and detailed information to implement a 
winter thematic unit for ages 3-6. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn about a 
famous Vermonter, Snowflake Bentley, and learn how to 
share his story with children and learn how to make a 
simple tool with children to catch & view snowflakes.   
2) Participants will leave the workshop with a plethora of 
teaching tools to teach hands-on inquiry based lessons, 
and will receive detailed lesson plans for teaching a 
winter theme for preschool aged children

F21: Calling All Program Directors – and those 
who want to become one!   

Track:   Professional Responsibility   
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Nancy Sugarman | Director, Northern Lights Career 
Development Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Master

What are the skills that a program director needs? 
This workshop is for anyone curious about the Program 
Director Credential, or anyone on their way to earning 
it. Participants will identify the extra knowledge and 
learning goals needed for childcare administrators, 
understand requirements for each step of the Program 
Director credential and work with others to learn from 
their experience gaining the credential.  Participants 
will also identify professional development goals that 
apply to new licensing regulations and explore the Core 
Competencies that provide the scaffold of what you need 
to know as a Program Director.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants assess their skills 
and increase their knowledge of the Program Director 
Credential and Core Competencies.  2) Participants 
identify and map a course to reach professional 
development goals.

Friday Afternoon — Session III
October 14, 2016  | 3:00pm — 4:30pm
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F22:  PLAY PLACE: Building A Mud Kitchen

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

This session is also offered on Saturday Session 1

Jessica Titcomb | Teacher, Williston Enrichment Center | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

During this workshop we will talk about what a mud kitchen 
is, why it is important, how to set one up, and how to 
facilitate play.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn how to 
create a mud kitchen for messy play.  2) Participants will 
explore language to use during dramatic play. 

F23:  Play Battling:  A Form of Rough and 
Tumble Play

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills 
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Judy Smith | Pre-K Teacher, Williston Enrichment Center | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

This training will increase understanding about the benefits 
of large muscle gross motor play for children and how to 
encourage and support it.  It will discuss parent and staff 
apprehensions, while allowing for collaboration between 
professionals to plan their own implementation strategies.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will demonstrate 
an understanding and be able to better define of the 
differences between hurtful, aggressive actions and 
appropriate rough-and-tumble play.  2) Participants will 
demonstrate an understanding of the positive effects 
appropriate rough-and tumble play has on young children’s 
development.  3) Participants will explore ways to 
encourage and supervise appropriate rough-and tumble 
play for optimum developmental benefits.

F24:  Advocating for Change through Stories

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Jessica Barquist | Education Coordinator, Let’s Grow Kids | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

Co-presenter | Sarah Kenney | Deputy Director, Let’s Grow 
Kids 

You can change the world with your story! In this workshop, 
you will learn the basic structure of a persuasive public 
narrative that links your personal story to current early 
childhood advocacy actions in Vermont in order to create 
lasting positive change for Vermont’s youngest children and 
families. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will demonstrate an 
understanding the components of a persuasive personal 
narrative and the impact of storytelling as a tool for 
change.  2) Participants will explore how to convey 
relevant Vermont-related early childhood messaging to 
others.  3) Participants will develop an individual advocacy 
plan to advocate for policies that create positive change 
for Vermont’s youngest children.

Friday Afternoon — Session III
October 14, 2016  | 3:00pm — 4:30pm
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Friday — Mix and Mingle
October 14, 2016  | 4:30pm — 5:30pm

Dudley H. Davis Center

VAEYC will be hosting a Mix and Mingle for all its members and those 
interested in learning about VAEYC.  Come join us for a fun networking 
opportunity!  Enjoy some food and drink with your colleagues.  There is 

no charge for this event.  Registration is required. 

Friday — Candidates Forum
October 14, 2016  | 5:30pm — 6:30pm

Dudley H. Davis Center

The Vermont Association for the Education of Young Children, Let’s Grow Kids and our statewide 
and regional partners will be hosting a Candidates’ Forum on child care in the Davis Center at 
the University of Vermont.

We know that Vermont has shortage of high-quality, affordable 
child care means that too many of our children don’t have 
access to the early care and learning opportunities they need 
for success in relationships, school and life. This situation 
presents challenges for children, families, employers, our 
economy and our state budget. This forum will allow the 
candidates for governor to highlight their position on these 
challenges, to offer solutions, and to answer questions 
about their plans.



Online Child Care Training 
Preview modules for free.   
$5.00* fee for certificate.

140+ On Demand professional development modules

•  Spanish modules available  •  Eligible for CEUs  •  Accepted for CDA

Free online resources
•  CDA resources  

and mentoring 

•  Resource pages 

• Video vodcasts

Go to Vermont Northern Lights Career Development 
Center (northernlightscdc.org)  to see the list of 

Better Kid Care lessons approved for use in Vermont.

extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare
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Saturday — Featured Session
October 15, 2014  | Full Day Offering

Please Note:
Choosing VELS will satisfy your selection for all three time slots on Saturday afternoon.

VELS MINI INSTITUTE
VELS is a full day offering.  Choosing VELS will satisfy your selection for all 3 time slots on Saturday
Participants will receive 5 hours of professional development credit

**Morning Session: 10am-12pm attended by all**

S1:  Using the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) to Support Each Young Child

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skill, Instructional Practice   

Level:  Introduction/Overview, Essential Knowledge/Application

Camille Catlett | Scientist Emerita, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute | VT Instructor Registry:  
Not in registry

This session will provide participants with an overview of the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS). 
Participants will learn how to use the VELS to support the continuum of learning and development from 
birth through third grade and to incorporate the VELS in daily practice to support high-quality, inclusive 
programs. Presenters will emphasize how to use the VELS to support children who are culturally, linguistically, 
and individually diverse. Participants will also learn how to use the VELS to support, inform, and encourage 
family engagement. Each participant will receive a copy of the Vermont Early Learning Standards as well as a 
generous handout set.

Session Objectives:  1) Learn how to use the VELS to support the continuum of learning and development 
from birth through third grade, with emphasis on supporting children who are culturally, linguistically, and 
individually diverse.  2)  Learn how to incorporate the VELS in daily practice to support high-quality, inclusive 
early childhood programs and practices.  

Choose from ONE of the following breakout sessions for the afternoon to complete your day:
S11: Connecting VAELS to the Preschool Day
S16:  Connecting VELS to the K-grade 3 Day
S17:  Connecting VELS to Your Family Child Care Setting
S18:  Connecting VELS to the Infant/Toddler Day
(see session descriptions on following pages)
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S2:  Dance to Learn

Tracks: The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills                 
Level: Introduction/ Overview

Laurie Flaherty | Founder/Director, AB2 (Active Body - 
Active Brain), Creative Movement-Based Curriculum | VT 
Instructor Registry level:  Certified

Learn the fundamentals of the BrainDance and how to 
teach creative dance using an easy to follow lesson plan 
that connects to the Vermont Early Learning Standards.   

Learning Objectives:  1) Learn the fundamentals of the 
BrainDance, developed by Anne Gilbert.  2) Participants will 
be introduced to how to teach creative dance using an easy 
to follow 5-part conceptual lesson plan that incorporates 
elements of dance and movement and connects to the 
Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS).  3)  Participants 
will discuss the importance of the body-brain connection in 
early childhood and how movement can enhance learning.

S3:  Appreciative Leadership:  Focusing on 
What is Right

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Analysis & In-depth Application

Susan MacDonald | Professional Speaker, Coach, and Author, 
Inspiring New Perspectives | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Master

Positive energy is the key to transforming the quality of 
early childhood programs. The stress of new initiatives 
and standards can drain the energy of directors and 
teachers, creating a school community where low levels of 
engagement become the norm.  Focused, intentional and 
inspirational leadership will support the development of a 
vibrant learning community where children, teachers and 
adults can thrive!     Drawing from the current research 
on positivity, school transformation, and strength-based 
approaches this presentation highlights how appreciative 
leadership supports lasting transformation in early 
childhood programs. Participants will learn to see new 
possibilities, develop strategies for overcoming set-backs 
and leave with energizing new ideas.  

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will discover the 
power of the Appreciative Inquiry approach and then 
identify the 4 four questions that form the foundation of 
the Appreciative Inquiry protocol.  2) Enhance their ability 
to positively influence the quality, focus, and depth of 
coaching, consulting and supervisory conversations and 
support ongoing learning by utilizing the extensive resource 
list shared to develop a “tool box” of resources that they 
can use to inspire and guide their work as strength based 
leaders.  3) Explore how focused, intentional and positive 
leadership supports the development of vibrant, low-stress 
learning community where children, teachers and adults 
can thrive.

Saturday Morning — Session I
October 15, 2014  | 10:00am — 12:00pm
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S4:  Communication & Community Building 
with Families and Staff

Track:  Professional Responsibility    
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Laura Murphy | Family & Community Engagement 
Coordinator, Ascension Childcare | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Affiliate I

Creating connections between families and early childhood 
programs fosters a deeper sense of community and 
attachment for everyone involved. In this workshop, I’ll 
share systems and tools that can help connect families, 
children and staff in meaningful ways. Participants 
will have the opportunity to explore new strategies for 
communicating with families and providing chances for 
community building.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will identify and 
practice new strategies to use for family communication.  
2) Participants will review their own community building 
strategies and challenges, and brainstorm solutions.  
3) Participants will gain awareness of new tools and 
technologies to foster better communication and deeper 
connection between administration, staff and families.

S5:  PLAY PLACE: Building A Mud Kitchen

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

This session is also offered on Saturday Session 1

Jessica Titcomb | Teacher, Williston Enrichment Center | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

During this workshop we will talk about what a mud kitchen 
is, why it is important, how to set one up, and how to 
facilitate play.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn how to 
create a mud kitchen for messy play.  2) Participants will 
explore language to use during dramatic play. 

S6:  Bookmaking with Preschoolers; Young 
Authors Create!

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills                 
Level: Introduction/ Overview

Jill Voelz Koppers | Early Childhood Education Mentor 
& Consultant & Art Instructor for the League of NH 
Craftsmen, Hanover, VT Licensed Teacher: Birth to Grade 6 
| VT Instructor Registry Level: Certified 

Children are natural born storytellers, just one step 
away from authors. Giving children a chance to write 
those ideas with words, illustrations, stickers, and more, 
offers them the opportunity to develop and expand their 
knowledge of the power of writing. This workshop will 
engage participants in hands-on bookmaking activities 
that support language and literacy as well as math, 
science and social studies. We will explore how to make 
individual and classroom books inspired by published works, 
children’s interests, current classroom events, and outdoor 
discoveries. Your students could become Harold of “Harold 
and the Purple Crayon”, create a lift the flap book as they 
take a nature hike, write and illustrate a story never been 
told before. They have the story ideas, you’ll have the 
tools to support them!

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will explore a variety 
of bookmaking ideas, simple to complex.  2) Participants 
will examine the skills used and gained through bookmaking 
and how they relate to VELS.  3) Participants will be 
provided with literature and information to support writing 
with children.

Saturday Morning — Session I
October 15, 2014  | 10:00am — 12:00pm
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S7:  Helping Young Children Develop a 
Powerful Vocabulary

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & 
Skills, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Fran Toomey | Professor Emeritus, St. Michael’s College | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Applicant

Even preschoolers are encouraged by parents and teachers 
to use “use your words” to communicate their interests, 
feelings, and concerns and confusions.  This workshop 
describes what we know about young children’s vocabulary 
development, research-based instructional principles, and 
the consequences of limited vocabulary skills as children 
enter kindergarten. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will work to develop 
a framework for nurturing and teaching vocabulary at 
the preschool level.  2) Participants will explore, critique 
and share at least 3 ideas/activities for vocabulary 
development in the classroom.  3) Participants will walk 
away with at least 3 “take back” ideas/activities for using 
these ideas in the classroom.

S8:  Using Nursery Rhymes & Folk Tales to 
Promote Early Literacy Development

Track:  The Leaner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Kerry Belknap Morris | Early Childhood Education Program 
Director, River Valley Community College | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Master

Come join us for this interactive workshop.  We’ll begin 
with an overview of the major phases and sequences of 
literacy development in young children, birth through age 
5 years.  Next, we will explore a variety of research-based, 
developmentally appropriate teaching methods that can 
be used to build children’s oral language development 
and early reading & writing skills.  Participants will have 
the opportunity to practice and plan how to use these 
strategies in their classrooms.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will list and define 
ways nursery rhymes and folk tales can support young 
children’s listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  
2) Participants will practice and plan how to use research-
based, developmentally appropriate teaching methods to 
promote early literacy development.  3) Participants will 
expand their repertoire and enhance their confidence and 
creativity in exploring nursery rhymes and folk tales with 
young children.

S9:  Using Visuals to Support Learning and 
Independence in Preschoolers:  A Make & Take 
Workshop

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Beth Peloquin | ECSE Consultant, University of Vermont and 
VT Agency of Education

This will be a short introduction on how to use visual 
supports for preschool children to foster independence in 
emerging skills, as well as support students with disabilities 
and those who are dual language learners. Participants will 
learn where to find resources online for quality visuals and 

Saturday Morning — Session I
October 15, 2014  | 10:00am — 12:00pm
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then have a make & take session so that participants will 
have new visual supports to take back to the children in 
their care.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will understand the 
benefits adding visual supports for young children with and 
without disabilities to support learning and independence.  
2) Participants will be able to find resources for visual 
supports online and identify those that are of good quality.  
3) Participants will construct 1-2 new, useful, visual 
supports for children in their care.

S10:  Finding Our Way:  Equity and Inclusion in 
the Classroom and Beyond

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Shannon Hottinger | Child Development Division, State of 
Vermont Promise Community Coach | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Certified

Beth Truzansky | Chittenden Regional Coordinator, 
Building Bright Futures | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Not in Instructor Registry

Sharpen your focus on how children and families from 
diverse backgrounds (including socio-economic, racial, 
cultural, family structure and geographic) experience 
our early childhood programs. Are we, as professionals 
who support children and families, creating a welcoming 
and inclusive environment for all to thrive? Are our 
programs responsive to diverse family structures, 
incomes, ethnicities and other conditions that affect 
children’s ability to learn and grow?  We will use this 
session to affirm a commitment to equity and seek 
deeper understanding. You will work with colleagues 
to examine classroom practices, family engagement 
approaches and program policies through an equity lens 
and create a plan for further learning and action.  

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will connect with 
colleagues about strategies to promote equity and 
inclusion in the classroom.  2) Participants will examine 
your classroom practices and family engagement 
through an equity lens.  3) Participants will create a 
plan for personal and professional learning/next steps.

Saturday Morning — Session I
October 15, 2014  | 10:00am — 12:00pm



 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

The Vermont Child Care Industry and Careers 
Council works to enhance the knowledge, skills and 

status of child care providers across the state. 

We offer the Registered Child Care Apprenticeship 
Program and other professional development 
activities through collaboration with partners, 
including the State of VT Child Development 

Division, the VT Department of Labor, and the 
Community College of Vermont. 

VCCICC's vision is that high quality child care is 
available for all of Vermont’s children. 

 
www.vtchildcareindustry.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

STARS 
Outreach efforts to support programs to 
demonstrate, improve and sustain 
program quality through participation 
and upward movement in the STep 
Ahead Recognition System.   
 

Mentoring & Technical Assistance 
Current or former providers offer 
guidance and resources to child care 
programs to improve quality and support 
retention. 
 

Starting Points Networks 
Collaborating with the State to enhance 
and strengthen Starting Points Provider 
Networks through grant support and 
technical assistance.  
 

VT Child Health Improvement 
Program Developmental Screening 
An extensive training and coaching 
project utilizing the validated Ages and 
Stages Screening tool. 
 

VT Community Preschool 
Collaborative 
Supporting universal access to 
prekindergarten education through 
partnerships between public schools and 
community based early childhood 
programs. 
 
 

Strengthening Families 
Providing support, training, and 
resources to home based providers to 
utilize the Strengthening Families 
Framework as they engage with families.   
 

Shared Services 
Building a network of resource sharing 
opportunities for providers to achieve 
cost savings and promote high quality 
child care as a viable business model.   
 

Teaching Strategies GOLD 
Providing training and coaching to groups 
of providers in the use of the TS GOLD 
assessment system. 
 

Vermont Birth to Five is an initiative supported by the Permanent Fund for Vermont’s Children, the  
A.D. Henderson Foundation, and the Turrell Fund.  
 

Email: info@vermontbirthtofive.org 
Website: www.vermontbirthtofive.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/VermontBirthtoFive

VB5 Mission: To ensure every Vermont child has access to 
high quality and affordable early care and education by 2025. 
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S12:  Farm to Early Childhood Community

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Jed Norris | Early Education Coordinator, Shelburne Farms | 
VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

This workshop will spend time hearing about a Farm to Early 
Childhood collaborative that brought a community of educators 
together to shift the thinking of a community. Participants 
will have an opportunity to make and take activities that can 
help connect our youngest citizens to the food they eat, the 
community they live in, and the place that supports them. We 
will also use the support of facilitated protocols to support our 
discussions around the work of the participants.

Saturday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 15, 2016  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm

Please Note:
Choosing workshop S11, S12, S14, S16, S16, S17, S18, or S19 will satisfy your 

selection for both time slots on Saturday afternoon.

FEATURED SESSION

S11:  Connecting VELS to the Preschool Day

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice, 
Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Presenters:  Lori Meyer | Assistant Professor, University of 
Vermont | VT Instructor Registry level:  Master

The VELS is intended to be a resource for families, 
teachers, caregivers, administrators, and policy makers.  
As an early childhood teacher, the VELS are your 
framework for curriculum and instruction. While they 
do not dictate how you should teach, they do guide and 
inform what early childhood experiences you should 
support, facilitate and provide.  This session focuses on 
how to use the VELS in your preschool classroom.

Learning Objectives:  1) Become familiar with ways to 
use the VELS to support quality in settings for children 
in preschooler.  2) Participants will explore the use of a 
project approach as a means for helping children achieve 
standards across the VELS developmental domains.  3) 
Participants will expand their use of children’s books to 
embed VELS across daily schedules and routines.

S14:  Here We Go:  New Registered and 
Licensed Family Child Care Home Licensing 
Regulations 

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Professional 
Responsibility Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Christel Michaud | Licensing Supervisor, VT Department 
for Children and Families | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Certified

This interactive workshop will provide participants an 
opportunity to orient to the layout of the new Registered 
and Licensed Family Child Care Home regulation book 
and identify how to locate rules, affirm how many rules 
have remained the same, will provide an opportunity 
to become familiar with how former rules have been 
clarified, and will increase participants’ understanding 
of how to apply specific rules that are new.  Prior to this 
workshop and for maximum benefit of this workshop, 
please have read the new Center Based Child Care and 
Preschool Programs licensing rules.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will orient 
themselves to the layout of the Registered and Licensed 
Family Child Care Home regulation book and identify how 
to locate rules.  2) Participants will affirm how many rules 
have remained the same.  3) Participants will become 
familiar with how former rules have been clarified.

S15: PLAY PLACE Color Your World

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills               
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Dr. Robin Ploof | Program Director M.Ed. in Early 
Childhood |Division of Education and Human Studies, 
Champlain College | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Master

This workshop on process art will offer participants a 
chance to examine the creative process.  Participants 
will first view creativity from the perspective of the child 
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Saturday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 15, 2016  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm

and then will have an opportunity to explore their own 
creative side as they engage in several hands on process 
art experiences.  Participants will come back together to 
discuss the experiences and translate those experiences 
into their practices in their classrooms.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will connect their play 
experiences with their work in the classroom with children.  
2) Participants will experience first-hand the power of play 
as a support to child development.  3) Participants will 
analyze the connections between play and learning. 

FEATURED SESSION

S17:  Connecting VELS to Your Family 
Childcare Setting (all afternoon session)

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Professional 
Responsibility Level:  Essential Knowledge/
Application

Jackie Sprague | Consultant | VT Instructor Registry 
Level:  Master

Co-Presenters:  Brenda Schramm, Mentor and 
Statewide Projects and Christina Lincourt, Registered 
Family Child Care Provider 

Participants will have the opportunity to see the 
completed Vermont Early Learning Standards that are 
form Birth to Grade Three.  A guided tour will take 
place for the whole group with an overview of all 
domains and components. We will focus on how you 
can use the VELS in your Family Child Care program. 
Small groups will have a treasure hunt to look at a 
particular domain or age that interests them.  There 
will be a chance to read, ask questions and connect 
the VELS with developmentally appropriate practice, 
and use of intentional use of play to support learning 
and development. Discussion will occur about using 
the VELS to design curriculum and plan effective 
environments in Family Child Care Settings.

Learning Objectives:  1) 1. Participants will understand 
the layout of the VELS and how they may best use 
this tool for their Family Child Care Program.   2) 
2. Participants will connect at least one domain to 
developmentally appropriate practice and intentional 
use of play.

FEATURED SESSION

S16:  Connecting VELS to the Kindergarten to 
Grade 3 Day

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice, 
Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Susan Torncello, M. Ed.  | University of Vermont Early 
Childhood PreK-3 Program | VT Instructor Registry Level:   
Master

Co-Presenters: Nancy Benerofe, Anna Meehan & June 
Varricchione 

The VELS is intended to be a resource for families, 
teachers, caregivers, administrators, and policy makers.  
As an early childhood teacher, the VELS are your 
framework for curriculum and instruction. While they 
do not dictate how you should teach, they do guide and 
inform what early childhood experiences you should 
support, facilitate and provide.  This session focuses on 
how to use the VELS in your Kindergarten to Grade 3 
classroom.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will discuss VELS 
in relation to supporting the development of children in 
Kindergarten to Grade 3.  2) Participants will explore the 
use of a project approach as a means for helping children 
achieve standards across the VELS developmental 
domains.  
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Saturday Afternoon — Combined Sessions II & III
October 15, 2016  | 1:15pm — 4:30pm

FEATURED SESSION

S18:  Connecting VELS to the Infant/ 
Toddler Day

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Instructional Practice, 
Professional Responsibility 
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Dee Smith | Pedagogical Director, UVM Campus Children’s 
School, Early Childhood Program Liaison | VT Instructor 
Registry Level: Master

Co-Presenters: Jen Chicoine, Kate Cowles, Erika Norris 

The VELS is intended to be a resource for families, 
teachers, caregivers, administrators, and policy makers.  
As an early childhood teacher, the VELS are your 
framework for curriculum and instruction. While they 
do not dictate how you should teach, they do guide and 
inform what early childhood experiences you should 
support, facilitate and provide.  This session focuses on 
how to use the VELS with the infants and toddlers in your 
program.

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will discuss VELS 
in relation to supporting the development of children in 
infants and toddlers.  2) Participants will explore the use 
of a project approach as a means for helping children 
achieve standards across the VELS developmental domains.  

S19:  Intuitive Art In and Out of the 
Classroom

Track:  The Learner & Learning, Professional 
Responsibility   
Level:  Essential Knowledge/Application

Robin Wimbiscus | Guidance Counselor / Family Support, 
Little Dippers Doodle Children’s Center | VT Instructor 
Registry Level:  Specialist II

This experiential workshop will illustrate the important 
language of color. In the first part of this training 
participants will learn what the colors they chose to 
paint with mean and how to apply this knowledge into 
their daily life. Participants will be able to identify and 
understand their own processing skills, communication 
styles and learn how to use this method for self-care 
and wellness.  Participants will then learn how to apply 
this knowledge in the classroom to help student with 
trauma, stress, behavioral issues, and self-regulate in 
order to prepared and excited for children for learning. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will learn what 
the colors they and their students paint with mean.  
2) Participants will learn how to apply this knowledge 
in and out of the classroom for communication, 
relationship building and classroom management.   
3) Participants will gain a new perspective of trauma 
and abuse and be given step by step examples in 
teaching self-regulation.
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Saturday Afternoon — Session II
October 15, 2016  | 1:15pm — 2:45pm

S13: Engaging in Wonder

Track:  The Leaner & Learning, Instructional Practice  
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Susan Koch | Grade 1 Teacher, 2016 VT Teacher of the Year, 
Union Elementary School | VT Instructor Registry Level:  
Certified

A workshop to support the use of inquiry in early childhood 
education. Participants will explore options for outdoor 
education. A focus on logistics, safety and purpose will 
provide participants with the necessary tools to get outside 
and engage young learners through an inquiry based 
approach. Examples of forest preschools, and kindergarten 
programs will be offered.   

Learning Objectives: 1) Participants will identify the cycle 
of inquiry, and appropriate prompting techniques for 
young learners.  2) Participants will develop action plans 
to facilitate outdoor learning in their current situation.  
3) Participants will consider safety guidelines, family 
participation and day to day logistics of outdoor education.

S20:  Menu Planning with Ease & Organizing 
Your Kitchen

Tracks:  The Learner & Learning, Content Knowledge & Skills 
Level:  Introduction/Overview

Crystal Wilkins | Child care Mentor & Referral Specialist, 
Kingdom Child Care Connection @ Umbrella, Inc. | VT 
Instructor Registry Level:  Affiliate I

Join Crystal Wilkins, Kingdom Child Care connection’s VT 
Birth to Five Child Care Mentor and previous childcare 
provider, in a workshop on planning weekly nutritious 
menus.  Upon completion participants will be provided with 
the following resources:  ways to include children in food 
preparation, the benefits of providing family styles meals, 
seasonal meals, grocery list, and nutritious food program 
approved recipes to use throughout the year.    

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will review the 
planning and evaluating of menu’s that fulfill Child and 
Adult Care Food Program guidelines to insure they are 
nutritious and involves children in menu planning and 
snack preparation.  2) Participants will demonstrate an 
understanding that a healthy eating environment for 
toddler’s and preschool includes structured meal times 
and how to set up your environment for family style meals 
with pleasant social atmosphere that includes adults.  
3) Participants will examine how to organize your food 
preparation area and develop time management skills.     

Saturday Afternoon — Session III
October 15, 2016  | 3:00pm — 4:30pm

S21:  The Joy of Story Telling

Peter Burns | Residential Counselor, Howard Center | VT Instructor Registry Level:  Certified

Storytelling is an ancient tradition that continues to be relevantly today.  We will learn techniques for telling traditional 
tales as well autobiographical stories.  We will focus on storytelling for preschool children through games and other 
interactive activities. 

Learning Objectives:  1) Participants will demonstrate an understanding the role of narrative in language development.  
2) Participants will explore techniques for storytelling with young children.  3) Participants will practice techniques for 
encouraging young children to share their own stories.
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  I am a current VAEYC member. My membership number is:_____________
  I am not a current VAEYC member.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________

business affiliation:  __________________________________________________________

address: ____________________________________________________________________

city/state/zip: _______________________________________________________________

telephone (required): _________________________________________________________

email address (required): ______________________________________________________

Help us by indicating your BFIS Quality and Credential Account #: ____________________

Options:
 Single-day rate $________________
 before September 16: VAEYC member $77, non-member $127
 after September 16:  VAEYC member $97, non-member $147
 Student Rate: $65

 Two-day rate $________________
 before September 16: VAEYC member $132, non-member $232
 after September 16: VAEYC member $152, non-member $252
 Student Rate: $120

 Three-day rate $________________
 before September 16: VAEYC member $167, non-member $317
 after September 16: VAEYC member $187, non-member $337
 Student Rate: $155

 VAEYC Annual Membership Breakfast and Meeting     $________________
 Friday October 14, 2016, 7:30-8:30am

Mail-in Processing Fee: $10 per registrant $________________
Avoid processing fee by registering online at www.vaeyc.org

  Enclosed total: $_____________

  Check #:   ________________

43rd Annual Early Childhood Conference & Retreat
Mail In Registration Form

There is a $10 processing fee for mailed in registrations.
Register online to avoid the $10 processing fee and to know right away if you’re enrolled in the workshops you want.

Register online any time before October 7th at www.vaeyc.org

Please indicate your top 3 
workshop choices for each time 
slot by listing the appropriate 
corresponding workshop number:

Thursday, October 13 — Session 1
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Thursday, October 13 — Session 2
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Thursday, October 13 — Session 3
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Friday, October 14 — Session 1
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Friday, October 14 — Session 2
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Friday, October 14 — Session 3
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Saturday, October 15 — Session 1
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Saturday, October 15 — Session 2
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

Saturday, October 15 — Session 3
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________

In order to qualify for the VAEYC member rate, you must 
have a valid membership number. Not yet a member? Go 
to www.naeyc.org, click on “membership” to join. You 
can receive a membership number right away.

$10.00

FREE

Registrations that are not accompanied by full payment will not be processed 
until payment is received (excluding school districts who submit a valid P.O.)

Enclose form and payment and mail to: 
University  Event Services 
The Villa
220 Colchester Avenue
Burlington, VT 05405-0306


